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The White House supports the efforts of water utilities to focus on the need for adaptation to climate change, said Shere Abbott, Associate Director for Energy and Environment at the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.  She acknowledged the concerns of domestic and international water leaders who are trying to raise the profile of the issue and win national resources, research and other support for climate adaptation.  She also noted that the effects of climate change are already evident and are expected to increase over time.  However, she cautioned that climate adaptation is a difficult issue to get the public and decision makers excited about, even though there is a potential for drastic consequences, and that adaptation projects would have to compete for scarce resources. 

The U.S. must look for win-win solutions, such as addressing the backlog of funding for traditional infrastructure projects, while dealing with stresses brought on by climate change, she said.  Abbott also warned that the nation’s climate change responses must be considered with attention to possible unintended consequences in areas such as biofuels, land use and desalination.

The government can help water utilities through IPCC-type assessments that inform policy and budgets, Abbott said, and such reports are being developed under the U.S. Global Climate Research Act.  Identification of national adaptation strategies is another area where government can assist utilities, and the Climate Adaptation Task Force is in place to address this need.  Adaptation principles are required to prioritize resources, build infrastructure, look at unintended consequences, insure coordination among regions and provide better access to adaptation information.
