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In Calgary’s Water Resources Vision, the city of one million (growing at three percent per year) has no negative impact on the watershed, according to Rob Pritchard, the city’s General Manager, Utilities and Environmental Protection.

This vision has been key to long-term strategies for water resource and utility management, he added, and climate change is just an additional risk to be addressed and managed.

Pritchard described interrelated climate change risks to water resources in land use and watershed yield, to supply management and to assimilative capacity. Infrastructure performance in a changing climate is a potential vulnerability, he said, and demand management and water quality will be a focus of climate adaptation.

Calgary is reorganizing for the future to two business units – Water Resources (focus on water resources and infrastructure) and Water Services (focus on operations and service delivery), Prichard said.  Having the planning for the entire water cycle in one area offers better opportunities to incorporate a variety of options to meet customer needs and maximize the water resource for highest and best use, he added.

The city’s adaptations strategy involves at long-term view to risk management.  The combined water cycle is considered as a single source, and planning is undertaken at a regional scale, Prichard said.  Land use planning and water resource management are integrated, and the planning boundaries are watersheds.  He added that Calgary’s robust infrastructure includes major upgrades to water treatment plants, two water supplies, flexible processes, water recycling and zero discharge.

