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In its 2007 Rotterdam Climate Initiative, the city joined with the Port of Rotterdam, DCMR Environmental Protection Agency Rijnmond and Deltalinqs in a commitment to reduce CO2 emissions by 50 percent and to become 100 percent climate proof by the year 2025, according to Paula Verhoeven, Director of the Rotterdam Climate Office.

Rotterdam’s climate change and water challenges include threats coming from four directions:  river discharges, groundwater, sea level rise and precipitation, Verhoeven said.  The city plans to use the synergy of water, climate change and spacial planning to improve the urban quality of life work for an attractive city through its Waterplan Rotterdam 2.  

In addition, Rotterdam Climate Proof in 2025 is an ambitious program to address water storage and quality in the city center through green roofs, water plazas and smart levees, she said.  The Delta Plan Rotterdam Region includes new closable storm surge barriers, a new river linking two water bodies in the delta and new higher dykes that will protect the area and strengthen the economy.   City Port, built on reclaimed land outside the dykes, is an adaptive solution  – a floating city concept.  

Verhoeven issued an invitation to the International Conference:  Deltas in Times of Climate Change to be held September 29 to October 2, 2010, in Rotterdam.

