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Jacqueline McGlade, Executive Director of the European Environment Agency (EEA), opened the forum by noting that excessive demand is putting increasing pressure on Europe’s water resources, and climate change is making matters worse.  Measures to adapt to water scarcity have cost Europe about EUR 100 billion over the last 30 years.  Traditionally, water resource management in Europe has been supply-led through use of reservoirs, inter-basin water transfers and, more recently, the building of desalination plants, she said.
The disproportionate emphasis on supply provides no incentive to limit water use by any sector and makes the supply-led approach unsustainable, McGlade noted.  To adapt to climate change and contribute to lower energy consumption, she said that Europe must involve all sectors to develop an integrated demand-led management approach focusing on conservation and more efficient use.  There must be greater vigilance in integration of policymaking to avoid unintended consequences such as the huge water demand required in the shift to biofuels or the intensified energy use, with resulting emissions, related to desalination, she added.

McGlade said the EEA supports sustainable development and environmental improvement by providing timely, targeted, relevant and reliable information.  She described WISE, the Water Information System for Europe, that is the agency’s main tool, the single entry point for water information in Europe.  Improving information about water resources will help the continent’s citizens engage more fully in the issue of water scarcity and drought, empowering them to question decision makers and influence the future management of water resources, McGlade observed. 

She also demonstrated EEA’s popular Eye on Earth portal and its WaterWatch application, which is visited by hundreds of thousands of citizens each month during the summer to provide their opinions on beach and water quality – supplementing and validating official information.  Giving people the chance to contribute confers a sense of ownership of the issues, empowerment and responsibility while it allows EEA to gather, organize and access data of different types from huge numbers of sources, she said.  The agency is sharing its experience with the portal with the Puget Sound Partnership in the U.S.

