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James McDaniel, Senior Assistant General Manager of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and President of the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, opened the Forum by welcoming all attendees.  He told the group that the forum had its genesis in discussions of top utility managers from the United States, who recognized that a wealth of information could be garnered from how other utilities around the world are adapting to climate change.  In addition, he said, the planners believed that policymakers from the U.S. and abroad would benefit from a raised awareness of the challenges faced by water utility managers in light of climate change. 
The Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies led the way in organizing the event with the assistance of four other associations – the Water Research Foundation, International Water Association, Water Utility Climate Alliance and American Water Works Association, McDaniel noted.  The primary goal for the event is for water utility managers and others in attendance to exchange knowledge about adaptation strategies and measures, he said, noting that there were 14 speakers from outside of the United States and more than a dozen other international participants. 

The forum also aims to foster conversations between climate scientists and utility managers and to raise awareness among the scientists and policymakers about advancing more applied research on climate adaptation that can assist water sector managers in managing their utilities, McDaniel said.  Another important objective is to provide the government officials and policymakers with more information about water utility adaptation needs and strategies, to better inform them about the critical planning and work that is already underway in the U.S. and abroad, he added.
