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Climate change is an administration priority, NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco said.  Domestic action on climate change includes: the White House Council on Environmental Quality’s recent proposal to significantly change the principles and guidelines that govern America’s water resource planning; $80 billion for clean energy in the stimulus bill; the Executive Order on Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy and Economic Performance; the Global Climate Change Impacts in the US report; and the Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task Force.
Administrator Lubchenco co-chairs the interagency task force along with Nancy Sutley of the Council on Environmental Quality and Shere Abbott of the Office of Science and Technology Policy.  The group is tasked with making recommendations for a national adaptation strategy and for integrating climate change resilience and adaptive capacity into federal agencies.  It coordinates interagency adaptation actions and develops strategies to enhance adaptive capacity of communities.  The task force has five working groups, including one on water, and is holding stakeholder meetings.  The water adaptation needs of water resource managers include facilitation of long-range planning, managing competition among water uses, integrating and updating federal water agency programs and support for local adaption, she said.

Administrator Lubchenco made the case for climate services, saying that the nation needs such services to provide authoritative, reliable, timely and relevant climate information and services to assist the nation’s leaders and citizens in making climate-related decisions that enhance their lives and livelihoods.  However, NOAA’s existing framework is not optimized for climate service delivery.  Lubchenco observed that, to meet climate service demands, NOAA must: connect users to existing climate products and services; provide understandable, usable and accessible climate information; and actively engage users in service development.

NOAA provides core capabilities to national climate services through its decades of expertise in observing, monitoring, research, modeling, assessments and existing service delivery structures, she added.  NOAA’s regional service capacity is delivering services today through public and private partnerships and is ready to engage in the national climate service strategy.  Water Partnerships include the National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) and the Integrated Water Resources Science and Services (IWRSS).

