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The U.S. Department of the Interior has taken on new roles in response to climate change and its impacts to water resources, said Anne Castle, the Department’s 

Assistant Secretary for Water and Science.  These impacts include diminishing snowpack, more extreme weather patterns, rising sea level, higher air and water temperatures impacting ecosystem health, and increased uncertainty.

An Executive Order from Interior Secretary Ken Salazar made climate change a department priority and creates a Climate Change Response Council, she said. The Secretary’s climate change adaptation initiative calls for eight regional climate science centers, housed in universities, to synthesize data and translate it to strategies for managers. 
The role of the Bureau of Reclamation has expanded to include significant environmental activity, as well as helping states and tribes meet the water needs and balance likely impacts of climate change on water supplies.  

The U.S. Geological Survey, the primary federal agency to assess water and other natural resources, does thousand of assessments of climate change impacts on water, Castle noted.  It also conducts research to contribute to solutions.  USGS regularly contributes to international reports, including the 2007 report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

Interior’s climate change adaptation initiative recognizes the need to understand the condition of landscapes managed by the Bureau of Land Management and to identify potential impacts from climate change, Castle observed.  Then BLM must develop and implement strategies to help native plant and animal communities adapt to climate change. These efforts are coordinated with other Interior bureaus and other partners through a network of Landscape Conservation Cooperatives. 
Particularly valuable resources for water managers are USGS Circular 1331:  Climate Change and Water Resources Management: A Federal Perspective and USGS Circular 1344:  Estimated Use of Water in the United States in 2005, Castle said.  

She concluded by noting that the Department of the Interior is setting up a framework to change an unsustainable water resources management equation to a sustainable one.

