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The Adaptation Principles developed for consideration at the forum have two themes – the need to be responsible and the need to work together, said Ed Harrington, General Manager of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission and Chair of the Water Utility Climate Alliance.  The document is intended to put forward fundamental considerations for utilities in planning to adapt to climate change, but it issues calls to action for the Administration and Congress as well.

The principles on utilities to provide local and regional leadership, to understand climate change, to plan and develop options, to communicate and to act, even with uncertainty, he said.  The Administration is called to provide national and international leadership, to develop a National Climate Service and to structure for collaboration among federal agencies.  And there’s a call to action for Congress to pass climate change legislation that includes a dedicated sourced of funding for targeted water sector research and adaptation assistance, to support adaptation efforts (to preserve or improve the quality of waters threatened by climate change), and to provide funding for infrastructure.
The principles were authored by a subcommittee of organizing associations, and the document was submitted to forum attendees for their consideration and comment, Harrington noted.  In breakout sessions, the attendees came up with a number of important ideas that AMWA, Water Research Foundation, IWA, AWWA, WUCA will consider in modifying and improving the principles.  These include looking at the full water cycle, focusing on water quality and not just quantity, considering extreme changes and not just averages, adding the energy/water nexus, including private industry and agriculture, and recognizing that the current regulatory framework is based on the past and must change as the world changes.

