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As Permanent Technical Secretary of the International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO), Jean-François Donzier reported on the discussions from INBO’s general assembly meeting in Dakar, Senegal, where delegates from 41 countries finalized a declaration regarding climate change adaptation.  He said INBO is worried about the cost of non-action on climate change.

The demographic, economic and ecological consequences of the climate change are likely to be very significant, Donzier noted, and it is essential to adapt water resources management policies by taking into account the new elements of this change.  River basin management experienced a quick development in many countries and now integrated water resource management should be organized on the scale of local, national and transboundary basins of rivers, lakes and aquifers with the participation in decision-making by the concerned governments, representatives of different categories of users, associations for environmental protection and basin councils, he added.  

Information, awareness and education of users is essential, and water resource management should be based on integrated information systems, promoting knowledge on resources and their uses, polluting pressures, ecosystems and risk assessment, Donzier said.  Water resource management also should be based on management plans or master plans that define medium and long-term objectives, as well as multiyear priority investments.  Specific financial resources and systems for cost recovery should be mobilized, including taxes, water-related charges, the pricing of community services and international aid.

A clear legal framework must specify, in each country, the rights and obligations, the possible levels of decentralization, the institutional responsibilities of the different stakeholders, the processes and means needed for good water governance, Donzier said.  He concluded by noting that implementation of the European Water Framework Directive in the 27 countries of the enlarged European Union is a major milestone for promoting the principles of good governance advocated by INBO. 

